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The Metaphysics of Panexperientalism

Gregg Rosenberg develops a distinctive panexperientialist form of panpsychism, arguing that conscious experience—or at least something proto-conscious—is vastly more widespread throughout nature than is usually assumed. He proposes that basic experiential qualities play an indispensable role in the deep architecture of reality. What sets Rosenberg’s version apart from many other “intrinsic-nature” arguments for panpsychism is its close integration with a carefully elaborated metaphysics of causation.Rosenberg analyzes causation as possessing two mutually completing sides: an effective aspect (the ability to produce effects) and a receptive aspect (the ability to be limited or bound by another entity). The inseparable union of these two aspects constitutes what he calls a “causal nexus.” Through a sequence of arguments, he maintains that these causal nexi constitute the fundamental scaffolding of the world, and that every genuine causal relation necessarily involves, at its core, the realization of phenomenal properties (or at least something sufficiently experience-like to do the same theoretical work). I will offer an analysis of Rosenberg’s overall theory in more detail and raise some critical points.
